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YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING 
2025-2026

THREE NEW INITIATIVES  
THIS SEASON! 

MONEY - WHAT’S IT FOR? 
What is money for? This little piggy is growing up! A whole 
new series for children age 8 to 11 to familiarize them 
with ideas like saving, to explore (in a simple way!) some 
principles of economics, and to introduce them to the 
power of generosity and responsible consumption. This 
program brings questions of environmental sustainability to 
compliment the development of financial literacy. 

The project will involve the creation of original texts from 
renowned children’s authors, podcasts, an educational 
guide, and creative workshops for children. The workshops 
will be facilitated by the celebrated children’s author, 
Monique Polak, and Yacine Abou, Branch Manager at TD and 
professor of economics at HEC.

TALES AND CONSTRUCTION
Tales and Construction will highlight jobs in construction 
through funny or intriguing stories written by some of the 
best children’s authors in Québec. Who doesn’t remember 
the Three Little Pigs, and their strategies for building a 
good house! Talented Quebecois authors know how to bring 
the hammer, ladders, screws and cranes to life, allowing 
children to discover how their school, house, city, bridges, 
roads and world are built!

The project offers author meet-and-greet workshops free 
of charge in libraries, as well as a web page with reading 
suggestions and educational materials for parents and 
teachers.  

DRAW ME A SUN!
Following the exceptional results of our 2024 exhibition, 
Draw Me a Smile, which was seen by over 60,000 parents 
and children, we are back with something new! Everyone 
(including children!) associatesthe sun with energy, 
vitality and joy. In this spirit, we have asked some of the 
best children’s illustrators in Quebec to create original 
drawings on the theme of sunshine to foster self-esteem and 
confidence among children. These artists include Guillaume 
Perreault, Marie Lafrance, Nahid Kazemi and Anne 
Villeneuve, among others.

This new art exhibition, Draw Me a Sun!, will be showcased 
at Blue Metropolis partner libraries, and we hope to reach as 
many people as last year!

4 OUT OF 10 YOUTH DO 
NOT HAVE THE NECESSARY 

READING COMPREHENSION 
SKILLS TO ADAPT TO THE 

CHANGING DEMANDS OF 
OUR SOCIETY.

/ 	 More than 50 activities offered 
year round, both in-person 
and online, in classrooms and 
libraries

/	 A program specifically for 
schools in non-urban settings, 
serving three large regions of 
Québec

/	 A particular attention to 
financial literacy

/	 Three CPE and daycare days 
across Québec

/	 Educational and social 
programs in connection with 
our values (academic success, 
diversity, bilingualism, 
environmentalism)

  100%
OF THOSE  

SURVEYED*  
BELIEVE THAT OUR 
YOUTH PROGRAMS 
FOSTER ACADEMIC 

SUCCESS.

* Librarians, teachers and parents who have participated in 
or been present at our 2024 youth programs and responded 
in-person to our surveys. 



ALL OVER THE MAP
Children’s literature knows no geographical boundaries! Throughout different regions of urban and 
rural Quebec, authors have lived, written, and illustrated works that have delighted young readers. Their 
imaginations, nourished by the beauty of the landscapes that surround them, are often reflected in their  
novels and picture books.

Simply Magnificent! is a project that highlights the most beautiful parts of Quebec, the richness of children’s 
literature, and the imaginations of young readers.

Since its first edition in 2023, this program has featured the following authors and regions: Amy Lachapelle 
(Abitibi-Témiscamingue), Kevin Girard (Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean), Carolyn Chouinard (Chaudière-Appalaches), 
Camille Bouchard (Centre-du-Québec), Valérie Fontaine (Montérégie), Roxane Turcotte (Laurentides), Andrée 
Poulin (Outaouais), Nicole Testa (Bas-St-Laurent), and Émilie Rivard (Capitale nationale). Students from schools 
in these regions also participated in writing workshops led by the authors. You can find examples of their work, 
as well as podcasts of the authors’ texts recorded professional actors on the Blue Metropolis website.

In 2025-2026, the featured authors and regions will be: Frédérick Wolfe (Montreal), Mario Brassard (Lanaudière) 
and Andréa Girard (Nord-du-Québec).

	

YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES 

In recent years, the TD Blue Metropolis Children’s Festival has expanded  
to offer year-round activities in libraries for school groups during the week,  
and for families on weekends.

In the fall, these author meetings and workshops focus on Halloween, of course, 
but also on our Indigenous Story Hour series and other themes that children enjoy.

In the winter, children will explore the world of the St. Lawrence River (its fauna, 
flora, and maritime professions) with our maritime series (to be confirmed).

In the spring, the focus shifts to meetings with finalists and winners of the TD 
Children’s Literature Awards, as well as ecology, to mark Earth Day and the arrival 
of spring. 

In short, there’s something to spark an interest in reading and discover the world 
all year round!

ALSO PLANNED FOR 
2025-2026



	

CPE AND DAYCARE DAYS 

In 2025-2026, we will once again offer three themed days 
in daycare centres and CPEs across Quebec to introduce 
young children to the joy of words, while focusing on 
issues that affect them as much as adults. In November, 
on Remembrance Day, readings and activities will focus 
on the search for peace. For young children, this begins 
with developing empathy and kindness toward others, 
and controlling the anger that leads to fights, biting, and 
hitting. In February, inspired by Valentine’s Day, we 
will encourage educators to focus on self-esteem, which 
is undoubtedly the key to learning to feel good about 
oneself and, at the same time, to respect and love others. 

 

Finally, in April, Earth Day naturally necessitates a 
day to raise awareness about the environment and 
sustainability, and all the small actions that children can 
take to do their part from an early age. 

This year again daycare centres and CPEs will be able to 
enjoy suggestions for themed reading on our website and, 
above all, take part in our contest: two gift certificates to 
independent bookstores, allowing educators to enrich 
their institution’s library.

IN MY GARAGE, I FOUND...
(to be confirmed)

In 2024-2025, Blue Metropolis launched a new 
program for children aged 6 to 11. Three authors 
wrote original texts, some fantastical, some realistic, 
about those famous garages that serve a thousand 
and one purposes, and hold many mysteries.

The texts were recorded as podcasts by professional 
actors and are available on the Blue Metropolis 
website, along with reading suggestions for all ages. 
Students from schools in Beauce also participated 
in writing workshops led by author Andrée-Anne 
Chevrier as part of the project. A exhibition of the 
participants’ texts and drawings will be on display 
during April 2025 at the St-Georges-de-Beauce 
library and during the Blue Metropolis International 
Literary Festival at HOTEL10 in Montreal.

We plan to continue the project in 2025-2026 and 
extend it to other regions in Quebec. 

THE YOUNG STEELWORKERS CLUB

Designed and implemented in 2024-2025 in schools 
and libraries on Montreal’s South Shore, this project 
combines science and literature. Fifth and sixth graders 
participated in a series of two informational and writing 
workshops led by author Emmanuel Lauzon.

The first workshop was led in part by experts from 
ArcelorMittal, who presented the stages of steel 
production in an interactive format using steel objects, 
workers’ equipment, and other items. Original texts by 
three authors – Emmanuel Lauzon, Martine Richard, 
and Monique Polak – on the topic of steel, created 
specifically for this project, were recorded as podcasts 
by professional actors and are available on the Blue 
Metropolis website, along with reading suggestions and 
a quiz for the whole family.

Finally, an exhibition of texts created by the young 
participants during the workshops have been illustrated 
by author and illustrator Paul Martin, and will be on 
display during April and May in the Contrecoeur and 
Varennes libraries, as well as at HOTEL10 during the 
Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival. 

The project will run again in 2025-2026, and be extended 
to more schools! 



	

WORDS THAT FLOW 
SLAM, BILINGUALISM AND WELL-BEING

This new Blue Metropolis initiative brings together 
slam poetry, literary and bilingual exchanges to 
offer adolescents a postive and confidence-building 
experience learning their second language, all while 
tackling social issues and the topic of mental health. 

In 4 high school classes (2 French-speaking and 2 
English-speaking) students will work with a slam 
poet and a video poet in workshops that mix creative 
writing, performance and media production. The 
themes of the student projects will be chosen by the 
participants, and could be self-esteem, bullying, 
intolerance, ecological anxiety, or any other themes 
that are dear to their hearts. In mixed teams, teens 
will create and perform bilingual slams, and video 
clips of their work.

15 final videos will be uploaded to the project’s 
bilingual platform, and will be promoted by a 
province-wide digital campaign. The 2 winning 
teams, chosen by popular vote, will receive $500 
each. The winners will perform their pieces live 
at the 2026 Blue Metropolis International Literary 
Festival, offering them a stage and a creative outlet 
to promote well-being, intercultural understanding 
and language skills. 

The project will reach more than 10,000 people 
through the activities, the platform or the videos. 

FRENCH AT THE TIP OF MY FINGERS  
– L’ANGLAIS AU BOUT DE MES DOIGTS
MENTAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Numerous studies have demonstrated the impact of the 
online world on youth mental health. This project aims 
to provided students from age 10 - 12 with tools to allow 
them to use social media in a positive and respectful 
way, all while improving their self-esteem and second-
language skills.

4 elementary schools (2 French-speaking and 2 English-
speaking) will host a bilingual author and a specialist 
in healthy digital practices, who will facilitate writing 
and skill-building workshops on self-confidence, 
empathy and safe communication. Students will be 
paired across languages to collaborate with peers both 
in-person and online, and will create bilingual blogs 
in a safe and supervised digital environment. These 
exchanges will foster an authentic and spontaneous 
dialogue in both languages, while deepening social 
connections and improving emotional well-being.

Selections from the students’ work will be presented in 
the project exhibition French at the Tip of My Fingers 
/L’anglais au bout de mes doigts at the 2026 Blue 
Metropolis International Literary Festival. Student work 
will also be presented on a permanent digital platform 
online available to teachers, thereby extending the 
impact of the project far beyond the classroom.

The project will reach more than 5,000 people through 
the activities, the platform or the exhibition.

OUR EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS
OVER THE YEARS, BLUE METROPOLIS 
HAS REACHED 20,449 STUDENTS IN 
1,012 SCHOOLS.

WE HAVE OFFERED 68 DIFFERENT 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS ON THE 
THEMES OF READING AND WRITING.

WE WILL BE BACK IN THE CLASSROOM 
IN 2025-2026 TO OFFER NEW, ALWAYS 
INNOVATIVE, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS!



Working 
Together for  

Academic Success  
and Inclusion

LIKE TD, MANY PARTNERS SUPPORT THE BLUE METROPOLIS FOUNDATION’S YOUTH SECTOR. 
THANK YOU TO THE MAJOR PARTNERS OF OUR 2024-2025 YOUTH PROGRAMS  

AVND OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING.


