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The Blue Metropolis Foundation is a not-for-profit 
organization founded in 1997 that brings together people 
from different cultures to share in the pleasures of reading 
and writing, encouraging greater creativity and enabling 
deeper intercultural understanding. The Foundation 
produces an annual International Literary Festival and 
offers a wide range of educational and social programs 
year-round, both in classrooms and online. These programs 
use reading and writing as therapeutic tools, bolster 
academic resilience, and fight poverty and exclusion. 
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On the eve of its 25th anniversary, the Blue Metropolis 
Foundation is, more than ever, a vibrant institution, and 
one working at the heart of our societies' issues of the 
moment. Whether it be diversity, inclusion, freedom of 
expression, academic resilience, or ecology, the Blue 
Metropolis International Literary Festival, through the lens 
of literature and the social and educational programs of the 
Blue Metropolis Foundation, takes its place among the key 
cultural institutions of the city.

I'm thrilled and proud to present the 2021-22 annual report, 
an eloquent testament to our artistic achievements, digital 
initiatives, and youth programming.

The members of the Board of Directors join me in 
emphasizing a few of the values and achievements of the 
Foundation. 

The values: 

/ Sound organizational stewardship which, for 12 years 
now, has continued to present positive balance sheets.

/  A commitment to excellence on behalf of our festivalgoers. 
99% of our surveyed patrons are satisfied  
or very satisfied with our 2021-22 program.

/  Featuring invitees, authors, hosts and cultural facilitators 
from racialized and underrepresented communities.  
37% of Festival participants, in a variety of roles, are from 
these two groups.

The achievements: 

/ Sustainable development initiatives and practices. The 
"Literature and Ecology" series is notable in this regard, 
presenting original texts in podcast form by authors 
preoccupied by the state of the planet: 10 podcasts were 
produced tackling this theme alone, to say nothing of 
all the other issues that were addressed. Also of note are 
the increasingly "green" practices of our festivalgoers 
(particularly transit and food habits), a priority 72% of 
patrons surveyed during the 2022 edition are integrating 
into their daily lives. 

 Moreover, the Festival's organizing principles are just 
as green, as the organization is now equipped with a 
stringent eco-responsibility policy.

/  A multilingual program that ensures a balance between 
English- and French-language activities while giving 
ample room to each language (in spring 2022, 38% of 
our program events were in French, 41% in English). 
We also ensure Spanish- and Portuguese-language 
programming features prominently in our program 
(10% of events), in addition to events in other languages 
curated in accordance with our international guests. The 
linguistic diversity of our programming is reflected 
by our audiences; as among those surveyed, 50% 
of our Festivalgoers were francophones, 36% were 
anglophones, and 14% were allophones.

Congratulations to the entire Blue Metropolis team 
and thank you to each and every one of them for their 
commitment to making the Festival a gathering place for 
literature, an arena for new ideas, and a window onto 
the world. In short: the grand literary event of the spring. 
I would also like to give a very special thank-you to our 
financial partners. Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the 
many who follow and support the content and programming 
of the Foundation, and who have done so for many years. I 
cannot help but see a profound and sincere encouragement 
in their patronage, as well as an indication that our 
initiatives stand the test of time.

Louise-Ann Maziak 
Chair of the Board of Directors  
Blue Metropolis Foundation

BLUE METROPOLIS: MULTILINGUAL, 
OPEN TO ALL AND TO ALL DEBATES, 

AND WITH A FONDNESS FOR ALL 
THINGS GREEN!
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WITHOUT A DOUBT,  
BOLD IS THE KEYWORD 

FOR THIS LATEST 
EDITION.

Bold enough to present an in-person Festival, even as 
mask-wearing was still mandatory and the majority of our 
audience had gotten used to online formats and/or remained 
concerned about COVID-19 exposure...

Bold enough to program guests from abroad, from a dozen 
or so countries, even as the majority among them were only 
able to confirm their participation a week or so before the 
press conference that unveiled our Festival program...

Bold enough to come back stronger, after two years of 
absence due to the pandemic, with an entirely reimagined 
and retooled benefit event called BOLD / AUDACE. I would 
like to salute and thank our honorary chairperson for this 
event, Louise Ann Maziak, who is also Chair of the Blue 
Metropolis Foundation Board of Directors. I would also like 
to underscore the incredible contributions of the honorary 
committee members, all women of influence, who each 
presented inspiring talks on other women who boldly and 
courageously changed the world.

If you have yet to do so, I highly recommend revisiting  
the event exhibition produced by Michael Abril:  
bluemetropolis.org/bold/.

I would also like to highlight the courage, boldness, 
and wonderful energy of the Festival and educational 
programming teams, who worked tirelessly to revitalize 
event contents, concepts and formats, presenting digital 
formats, zines, exhibitions, and notably, networking 
initiatives that connected our local authors with 
international programmers, editors, and translators.

Our children's programming, meanwhile, never failed to 
demonstrate its own boldness by presenting, in addition 
to many in-person events, podcasts on ecology, numbers 
and letters, all fostering young people's awakening to 
new horizons, aspirations to academic success, and 
determination to save the planet. 

Over the last year, the 82 children's programming activities 
on offer reached 46,171 children and parents and directly 
contributed to key targeted teachings.

Podcasts, professional events, panels, round tables, thematic 
performances, an online program of international caliber—
curiosity and quality have been the hallmarks of Blue 
Metropolis. And there's more: I invite you to keep the fun 
going over the coming months by scouring the 700 reading 
recommendations available on our website (each title links 
to a local online bookstore). More importantly, I invite you 
to join us in 2023 for the 25th anniversary edition of Blue 
Metropolis.

To catch up on our podcasts and readings: 
metropolisbleu.org/festival2022/

William St-Hilaire
President — Executive and Artistic Director 

I invite you to join us  
starting March 22, 2023,  

to celebrate the  
25th anniversary of  

Blue Metropolis.



FESTIVAL HEADLINERS

NANCY HUSTON 
(France/Canada)

FRANCESCA 
MELANDRI 

(Italy)

ALAIN FARAH 
(Quebec)

YISHAÏ SARID 
(Israel)

KAMEL DAOUD 
(Algeria)

ROSEMARY SULLIVAN 
(Canada)

OKSANA LUTSYSHYNA 
(Ukraine)

ANDREA BAJANI 
(Italy)

ANDREY KURKOV 
(Ukraine)

GLORIA STEINEM 
(United States)

DAVID DIOP 
(France/Senegal)

EDEN ROBINSON 
(Canada)

TOMSON HIGHWAY 
(Canada)

JUAN GABRIEL 
VÁSQUEZ (Colombia)

As a season ends, it is a good time to take stock. From an artistic perspective,  
the 2021-22 edition of the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival was rich with 

events, discussions and discoveries of all sorts. Before showcasing these, let us extend 
a warm thank-you to our 68 distribution and programming partners. You will find the 
complete list on our website as well as in this report. Our partners are many, dynamic, 

motivated, and their engagement emphasizes how, within Montreal's cultural landscape, 
Blue Metropolis finds itself at an important intersection, one where national and 
international authors connect over the pleasures of reading, a love of literature,  

and a will to spotlight it all.

Marie-Andrée Lamontagne 
Director General,
Programming and Communications



OUR IMPACT

AD PLACEMENTS  
AND REACH

/  108,025 people participated in the Festival, 
whether online or in person 1

/  331 participants (authors, artists and other 
invitees), including 114 from underrepresented 
communities

/  279 activities including 99 children's activities and 
34 podcasts 

/  6 exhibitions

/  A 20-episode podcast series featuring original 
stories on issues of the moment and spotlighting 
authors from diverse backgrounds and marginalized 
communities

/  119 Canadian publishers including 72 featured at 
Festival events 

/  A social media contest led by featured 
independent bookstores that aims to stimulate 
book sales, and 5 social media contests featuring 
gift certificates redeemable with independent 
booksellers throughout Quebec, for a total value  
of $1,350 

/  27 reading recommendation lists compiled 
by industry professionals proposing over 400 
Canadian titles, complete with links to independent 
booksellers online (primarily through  
leslibraires.ca)

/  2 educational programs representing  
35 workshops that reached 5,497 students  
and parents

/  Over 1000 social media posts and stories 
promoting our programming or that of an affiliated 
partner

/  240,783 people engaged with our social media 
publications

/  A 27% increase in our Instagram and Facebook 
followings

/  Le Devoir, The Gazette, and social media campaigns—
Valeur Média (purchases and gratuities):

 $55,543.26 in direct communications spending + $57,940.05 
in media gratuities for a total of $113,483.31 in ad 
placements and gratuities

/  Over 19,700 clicks through to our web content  
that were solely generated by our online ads

/  Over 7 million people reached by our ads (maximum 
estimated reach calculated by media outlets based on the 
number of impressions 
—web and paper formats).

1  Number of people involved on average: video views (Facebook 
Live, YouTube, and revisited videos on the Blue Metropolis 
website), podcast listens, original text views and thematic page 
visitors for the website and online presence of the Festival.



OVER 300
PARTICIPANTS
279 EVENTS
12 LANGUAGES
68 PROGRAMMING
PARTNERS 
At Blue Metropolis, the season began in fall 2021 with 
the "Life... As a Song" event, first presented on October 
21, 2021, on Le Lion d'Or stage. Mixing poetry and songs, 
poets and musicians, the performance shone a light on 
the musical heritage of Quebec and English Canada, 
removed from the famous "two solitudes" which each 
Blue Metropolis edition works to challenge. The event 
was rebroadcast on April 29, 2022, enriched by videos and 
original texts in podcast form composed by francophone  
and anglophone Quebec poets, all of which remains 
available online. 

Our fall continued beautifully with a Blue Metropolis 
spotlight at the Salon du livre de Montréal. Between 
November 10 and 28, 2021, four events were presented: 

Two literary conversations online: 

/ "Dante, la langue et moi" with Gonçalo M. Tavares 
(Portugal) and Marta Morrazzoni (Italy)

/  "Polars croisés – la Colombie et le Québec," with  
Santiago Gamboa 

A round table and a performance: 

/  In partnership with the Académie des lettres du Québec, 
"Sujets permis, sujets interdits. Les écrivains peuvent-ils 
parler de tout ?" with Nicholas Dawson, Monique LaRue, 
Stéphane Martelly and Jean Sioui;

/  "Poetic Fibres," a performance that coalesces artistic, 
ethical and decolonial practices, presenting a 
collaboration between local English-language Indigenous 
author Tara McGowan-Ross and the textile artisans of 
Gaude et Garance  

And then to cap it all off, spring! The Festival launched with 
an online program from April 28 to May 4, 2022, consisting 
of 24 virtual events. From May 5 to 8, 2022, we presented 
our in-person program with 71 events (interviews, round 
tables, lectures, literary performances) on offer. The TD-Blue 
Metropolis Children's Festival was also in full swing, with a 
program that mobilized 24 children's authors and presented 
88 events throughout the year, culminating with its Festive 
Weekends between April 28 and May 5, 2022.

Gloria Steinem, Kamel Daoud, Tomson Highway, Yishaï 
Sarid, Rosemary Sullivan, Andrey Kurkov, Alain Farah and 
many others: it was a rich and diverse spring program. It 
explored the theme and question "Planet, Society, People: 
What Age Are We?", which engaged issues related to 
ecology, societal transformation, time, and age—all subjects 
near and dear to Blue Metropolis.

2021-22 BLUE METROPOLIS 
INTERNATIONAL LITERARY 
FESTIVAL

The spring program explored 
the theme and question "Planet, 

Society, People: What Age Are 
We?", which engaged issues related 
to ecology, societal transformation, 

time, and age—all subjects near 
and dear to Blue Metropolis.



THE UKRAINE SERIES

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE  
24TH EDITION

www.metropolisbleu.org/30auteurs/

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR 2022 EDITION,  
CHOSEN FROM AMONG THE 95 EVENTS OF OUR  
ADULT PROGRAM

The Festival welcomed two Ukrainian writers: Oksana 
Lutsyshyna (in person), a writer, poet, translator and 
professor in the Slavic and Eurasian Studies Deparment 
at the University of Texas at Austin; and novelist Andrey 
Kurkov. The "Glory to Ukraine" / Слава Україні (Slava 
Oukraïni) series, a nod to the national Ukrainian salutation, 
was organized around the participation of these two authors. 
The series presented four events.

/ A literary performance, Ukraine/ Українa, combining 
interviews, music, and poetry readings. Novelists Oksana 
Lutsyshyna and translator Rostyslav Niemtsev were 
interviewed on various aspects of Ukrainian culture, 
with the latter presenting and reading translations of six 
Ukrainian poets from the 19th and 20th centuries as well 
as the contemporary era. OSM violinist Katerine Palyga 
presented and interpreted three pieces of the Ukrainian 
musical repertoire. In collaboration with the P.E.N. 
International Quebecois Centre, poems by 15 Quebec 
poets in support of Ukraine were also read. The poems are 
available at: https://penquebec.org/soutenir-lukraine/

/ A round table: "East, West, Mittel, Middle East: European 
Literature In The Era Of Tanks." Presented at the Grande 
Bibliothèque and hosted by renowned journalist Stéphane 
Bureau, this event featured Andrea Bajani (Italy), Oksana 
Lutsyshyna, Frédéric Maget (France), Yishaï Sarid (Israel) 
and Andrey Kurkov live from Western Ukraine.

/ A literary conversation on a prickly theme, "Is Empire 
a Male Concept? An Attempt to Get in the Heads of 
Distators," presented Rosemary Sullivan, noted novelist 
and author of the biography Stalin's Daughter, in 
conversation with Oksana Lutsyshyna.

/ A beginner's workshop on Ukrainian literature, 
"Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Ukrainian 
Literature but Never Asked," lead by Oksana Lutsyshyna, 
who coedited Words for War (2017), an anthology of 
Ukranian poetry.

Please note that all revenues from ticket sales for these 
events were donated in full to the Ukrainian National 
Federation of Canada—Montreal Branch.

It is also worth noting that in addition to this series, our 
multilingual "Babel Blue" reading included a segment 
presented in collaboration with Amnesty International 
that featured four Canadian authors at the Festival reading 
statements in support of four writers imprisoned around 
the world, including Vladyslav Yesypenko, an Ukrainian 
journalist employed by Krym Realii, a media outlet in 
Russian-occupied Crimea.

OKSANA LUTSYSHYNA 
(UKRAINE)

ANDREY KURKOV 
(UKRAINE)



"SCIENCE, PLANET, SOCIETY"
This first themed series explored questions related to 
ecology and the importance of the living world. Among 
other events, it proposed a program of fascinating dialogues 
between scientists and science-fiction authors on themes 
related to three disciplines:

/  Biology with novelist Premee Mohamed (Canada) and 
biologist Thavy Long (Canada);

/  Astrophysics with novelists Derek Künsken (Canada)  
and astrophysicist Roland Lehoucq (France);

/  Artificial intelligence with novelist Chris Bergeron 
(Canada) and scientist Jad Kabbara (Canada).

This series also brought authors Christian Guay-Poliquin 
(Quebec) and Fflur Daffydd (Wales) to the Jardin botanique 
de Montréal for an eco-minded reading among the trees,  
a reading enlivened by the expert contributions of Simon 
Joly, a botanist at the Jardin. This event featuring the  
greener side of literature was presented as part of a Quebec 
–Wales exchange between Llenyddiaeth Ar Draws Ffiniau / 
Literature Across Borders and the Blue Metropolis Festival 
and in partnership with the Jardin botanique de Montréal. 
The project enabled Welsh author Fflur Dafydd and 
Quebec novelist Chirstian Guay-Poliquin to come together 
in Montreal and to keep exploring ecological issues in 
Carmathen, Wales, from June 9 to 11, 2022.

The series also took a closer look at the mechanics of 
disinformation and the growing role of social media during 
two round tables with journalists and industry leaders 
hosted by Guy Berthiaume, Librarian and Archivist of 
Canada Emeritus.

LITERARY PRIZES 
In 2022, Blue Metropolis awarded seven literary prizes:

/  The Words to Change Prize, presented to Senegalese-born 
French writer Davip Diop

/  The Azul Prize, sponsored by Ginny Stikeman, presented to 
Colombian writer and journalist Juan Gabriel Vásquez

/  The First Peoples Prize, presented in partnership with the 
Indigenous Voices Awards, presented to Haisla/Heitsuk 
Canadian writer Eden Robinson

/  The Violet Prize, presented by Air Canada, awarded to 
Indigenous writer and musician Tomson Highway

/  The Science and Literature Prize, presented to writer and 
astrophysicist Hubert Reeves

/  The Science and Literature-FRQSC Emerging Prize, made 
possible by the Fonds de recherche de Québec –Société et 
Culture, presented to Élaine Després

/  The Prix Lumières sur les inégalités, presented in 
partnership with l'Observatoire québécois des inégalités, 
awarded to Quebec anthropologist and artist Francine 
Saillant

The Blue Metropolis/Conseil des arts de Montréal New 
Horizons Prize (formerly the Diversity Prize) announced 
the names of its finalists, Elkahna Talbi, Tawhida Tanya 
Evanson and Caroline Dawson, who shared their works and 
perspectives during a round-table discussion at the Festival 
titled "Weird Age, Imminent Selves/Consciences neuves pour 
vies chamboulées." The planned announcement of the laureat 
of the Prize will take place in fall 2022.

Finally, Myriam Vincent (Quebec) and Dimitri Rouchon-Borie 
(France) also participated in the Festival as the Quebec and 
French "primo-romanciers" selections of the Quebec book club 
"Rendez-vous du premier roman," presented in collaboration 
with the Festival du Premier Roman de Chambéry/Lectures 
plurielles and the Blue Metropolis Festival. 



"AGE, TIME, LITERATURE 
—A NEW OUTLOOK"
This second themed series presented engaging 
events spanning history, decolonial perspectives 
and the memories of peoples. Accordingly, 
substantial interviews were on offer, including, 
notably, with feminist icon Gloria Steinem, 
Italian novelist Francesca Melandri, Canadian 
essayist Rosemary Sullivan, and Algerian writer 
Kamel Daoud. Presented in partnership with 
l'Académie des lettres du Québec at the Grande 
Bibliothèque, a highlight of this series featured 
Nancy Huston and Alain Farah in an engrossing 
discussion on the power of novels today. Other 
rich exchanges were presented, including one 
on literature in the age of antiracism with Rana 
Bose, Tawhida Tanya Evanson and Yves Sioui-
Durand, and "Mémoire à vif/Raw Memory" 
featuring Governor General Award winners 
Mishka Lavigne, Fanny Britt, Norma Dunning 
and Sadiqa de Meijer. The series also included 
a spotlight on cinema in partnership with the 
Montreal Israeli Film Festival, which presented 
four documentary portraits of the great writers 
Amos Oz, Saul Bellow, David Grossman, and 
Abraham Yehoshua. The event for the latter 
featured an interview conducted from Montreal 
specifically for the Festival. Finally, "The Face 
of Antisemitism Today," a conversation between 
Canadian essayist Rosemary Sullian (The 
Betrayal of Anne Frank) and Israeli novelist 
Yishaï Sarid, inspired deep reflection. 

LITERARY SPOTLIGHTS 
Our three literary spotlight series were high points of our  
in-person program.

The Azul Series (Spanish- and 
Portuguese-language literature) 
featured Azul Prize laureat Juan 
Gabrial Vásquez (Colombia/Spain), 
and writers Julián Fuks (Brazil), 
Martha Bátiz (Mexico), Carmen 
Rodriguez (Chile/Canada), and David 
Unger (Mexico). A Carlos Fuentes 
homage event was presented, which 
notably included the writer's widow, 
Sylvia Lemus. What's more, Fuente's 
daughter, Cecilia Fuentes Macedo, 
who recently published a book on her 
mother, actress Rita Macedo (Mujer 
de papel), also participated in the 
Festival.

The Indigenous Literatures and 
Voices series brought together 
the two Indigenous laureates of 
this edition of the Festival, Eden 
Robinson and Tomson Highway, for 
a memorable dialogue at the Grande 
Bibliothèque. Among other events, 
this series also presented an exchange 
on intergenerational language 
learning in Indigenous communities, 
featuring Innu language teacher and 
Uapashkuss founder Anne-Marie 
André and doctoral candidate and 
theatre artist Véronique Hébert, whose 
research-creation work focuses on the 
Nitaskinan (Atikamekw territory).

The Imaginaries Series highlighted 
various science-fiction, fantasy, 
speculative fiction and mystery 
authors, including Quebec writers 
Chris Bergeron, Sylvain Neuvel, 
Pascal Raud, Su J. Sokol, Elisabeth 
Vonerburg, Megan Bédard, Marie-
Éve Bourassa, Vincent Brault, Derek 
Künsken, Premee Mohamed, and 
Marie-Josée Martin, among others.  



THE PROFESSIONAL SPACE 
A space for skills sharing and networking for book industry 
leaders. In 2022, the professional space offering was 
enhanced by the following activities:

Four round tables punctuated the Professional Day 
program presented on May 6, 2022: 

/ "Dans le contexte : traduire les littératures autochtones "
/ "Occident, Afrique, Monde arabe, Nord, Sud : les nouveaux 

axes du monde du livre" 
/ "Reimaginning Book Promotion for a New Era"
/ "La traduction hors des sentiers battus"

Four semi-private, informal professional brunches, 
presented under the banner of "Croissants-croisés"  
and "Morning Meet-up," introduced 36 Quebec authors 
to 5 international industry professionals:  

/  Frédéric Maget, Director of the Festival des écrits des 
femmes in Saint-Sauveur en Puisaye (France) 

/  Igor Lozada, Secretary, Cultural Liaison and Diffusion, at 
the University of Guadalajara (Mexico), and David Unger, 
international representative of Fera Internacional del Libro 
(FIL) (USA/Mexico) 

/  Sofiane Hadjadj, Director of Éditions Barzakh (Algeria) 

/  Jeanne A. Debats, Artistic Director of the Les Utopiales 
Festival in Nantes (France)

Participants on the whole felt these promising encounters 
and activities were pleasant and engaging. As agreed upon 
from the start, and in order to ensure that the introductions 
facilitated by this program are fruitful the Blue Metropolis 

Festival acquired copies of the works of each participating 
Quebec author and sent all of them to each international 
professional. This way, each industry leader will be better 
equipped to consider the profiles of the authors they met in 
Montreal and to plan eventual next steps.

Three new videos in the "Publishing World Tour"  
series: 

/ Fifteen Minutes in the Office of Deborah Holtz, Managing 
Editor of Ediciones Trilce (Mexico)

/ Fifteen minutes in the office of Sofiane Hadjadj, co-founder 
and director of  éditions Barzkah (Algeria)

/ Fifteen Minutes in the Office of Caroline Orloff, Director & 
Publishing Editor of Charco Press, in Edinburg, Scotland 
(United Kingdom)                   

A first video in the "Literary Festivals World Tour" 
project: 

/ Fifteen minutes with  Frédéric Maget, Director of the 
Festival international des écrits des femmes, à Saint-
Sauveur en Puisaye (France)



  

DIGITAL OFFERING
In 2022, the Blue Metropolis Festival remained committed to 
growing the digital programming it began developing three 
years ago. Here are the latest additions to our digital offering: 

/ With episodes released on a weekly basis, 20 podcasts were 
presented as part of the "Les Inédits/Working Fictions" 
series. Authors from Quebec and Canada wrote original 
short stories on themes chosen for the series which included 
ecology, sustainability, social inequalities, the passage of 
time, and intergenerational dialogue. This project's robust 
selection of diverse voices included special contributions 
from Mishka Lavigne, Norma Dunning, Sadiqa de Meijer, 
Christian Guay-Poliquin and Fflur Dafydd. Presented in 
partnership with the BAnQ, listeners were provided with 
the opportunity to keep the fun going on the page: reading 
recommendations in various genres prepared by librarians 
from different teams at the Grande Bibliothèque were 
proposed on the podcast web page.

/  The "Spain–Canada Digital Dialogues" series was 
conceived and produced by Ingrid Bejerman, Azul 
programming Director at the Blue Metropolis Festival. As 
Spain was the Guest of Honour at the 2023 Frankfurt Book 
Fair and Canada was the same in 2022, this series presented 
four duos, composed of writers, editors and translators from 
Quebec and Canada paired with counterparts from Spain, 
in fascinating exchanges on our relationships to literature: 
Jorge Carrión/Stephen Henignan; Rosemary Sullivan/Raquel 
Martínez-Gómez; Katiza Agirre/ Kevin Lambert; and Katia 
Grubisic/Lawrence Schimel. 

/  Two in-person walking tours were added to our walking-
tour programming: "Léa Roback: Pioneer of the Picket 
Line," with Melanie Leavitt, on May 7, 2022; and "Marche 
littéraire—Contrecœur, dans mes yeux, dans ma tête," with 
Myriam Vincent, Bernadette Renaud and Philippe Mollé, on 
May 14, 2022. Also of note is our ongoing offering of virtual 
walking tours in podcast form, perfect listening before a 
visit or while on the road: "Yiddish Walking Tour: Korn, 
Maze, Zipper, Rosenfarb," "Montéal en todo sentido: los 
colores, sonidos y sabores de La Belle Ville," "Tensions + 
Intersections: Literary Tour of the Gay Village," "Montréal 
Shopping & Books."

/  "Numbers Spelled Out" proposes podcasts and videos to 
bolster academic success among youth.

/  Plus lots more original and updated content on the Blue 
Metropolis website.

COMMUNICATIONS AT 
BLUE METROPOLIS
Our vibrant Festival programming was 

supported by various communications 
initiatives:

/  Increased social media presence 
(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, 
TikTok) ensured by a dedicated specialist

/  Collaborations with two influencers 
on TikTok and Instagram featuring 
a reader engagement campaign that 
highlighted Festival authors using 
#challengemetropolisbleu

/  20 newsletters



Fascinating themes and engaging authors and specialists are 
called upon to introduce youngsters to mathematics, ecology 
and astronomy or simply to reach them and make them laugh. 
TD-Blue Metropolis Children's Festival and its educational 
programs delivered all of it this year in a hybrid format that 
matched the circumstances. As of September 21 and all year 
long, 82 activities were presented, reaching 46,171 children and 
parents. Among these, two new podcast series were launched 
("Numbers Spelled Out" and "Young Ecologist Club") in both 
French and English, initiating young people aged 5 to 13 to 
numbers learning and ecology. What's more, over 250 children's 
author titles were proposed to enable the whole family to 
delve deeper into these subjects. Four in-person activities were 
presented in hospitals and at schools for children with special 
needs in the Greater Montreal Area as part of the Reading to 
Heal series, while the Maritime series proposed an in-person 
program of activities to teach youngsters about maritime 
ecology across the region. And that's just an overview.  
For more details, consult the youth and educational 
programming reports of the Foundation.

TD-BLUE METROPOLIS 
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL  
AND THE EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING OF  
THE BLUE METROPOLIS 
FOUNDATION

Ms. SYLVIE DEMERS
Chair, Quebec Market | TD Bank Group

“Books allow us to connect and come together around 
a common passion: reading. At TD, we believe that 
by investing in opportunities that aim to improve the 
reading skills of children, we are helping them build a 
more confident future built on a solid foundation. 

We are therefore very happy to work with a valued 
partner like Blue Metropolis, who offers an interactive 
learning, coaching, and sharing environment for 
children, in addition to allowing them to immerse 
themselves in a world of imagination and fun!”

IN 2022, 
100% OF ADULT 

ATTENDEES 
SURVEYED* AGREED OUR 
YOUTH PROGRAMMING 

ACTIVITIES FOSTER 
SUCCESS IN THE 

CLASSROOM.

* Librarians, teachers and parents who attended one or more 2022 youth programming activities  
and who answered our survey in person. 



An informational 
campaign 
TO PROMOTE 
READING
/  Since September 2021, Blue 

Metropolis created several 
advertising campaigns in 
traditional and online media  
to publicize our youth content.

/  Thanks to our media partner, 
Le Devoir, and social media ad 
buys we reached a potential 
audience of 3.1 million people 
(maximum reach as estimated 
by media outlets based on 
number of printings and web 
posts).3

/  In 2021-2022, the TD-Blue 
Metropolis Children’s Festival 
and its educational programs 
spent $109,184 on advertising.

Summary 
OF 2021-22 YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING
/  45,363 kids and parents logged on or participated in one of our youth 

activities over the course of the year.1

/  82 activities were offered during the year as part of the 2022 TD-Blue 
Metropolis Children’s Festival. 

/  9,548 hours of hands-on initiation to literature and/or numeracy.

/  More than 250 works by young audience are listed on our suggested 
reading lists. Every book can be clicked on and ordered from an online 
bookstore to help promote the Canadian book industry.

/  Numbers Spelled Sut! and the Young Ecologists Club: Two new 
podcast series, in both official languages, dealing with math initiation, 
the environment and sustainable development. For youths aged 5 to 13. 
Our suggested reading list allows kids and parents to continue  
exploring on their own.

/ 10 videos and 7 podcasts offering youth content.

/  2 CPE and Daycare Days to familiarize children with numbers, 
environmental concerns and sustainable development. Around  
2,649 children were reached during our CPE and Daycare Days. 

/  4 in-person events in children’s hospitals and special needs 
centres in Montreal and on the South Shore, as part of the Reading 
to Heal and to Spread Your Wings series. (4 more events have been 
rescheduled for the fall of 2022.) 

/  Maritime Series:
 In-person events to promote awareness of marine ecology among 

children on the South Shore of Montreal (Verchères and Contrecoeur).

/ Youngsters were offered more than 20 activities on major themes 
such as self-esteem, environmental awareness and intergenerational 
relationships. Ten authors and artists from backgrounds of diversity (as 
broadly defined) took part in the 2022 Festival.2 

1  Number of participants: includes viewers (Facebook Live, rebroadcasts, videos posted  
on YouTube), podcast listeners, people who read original material or visited webpages, and 
those attending in-person events, when allowed.

2 Includes authors from linguistic minorities, as well as Indigenous or immigrant communities.
3 Maximum reach as of May 25, 2022. Includes estimates by certain media outlets. 



QUEBEC ROOTS
Quebec Roots is a program designed to help Quebec’s anglophone students improve 
their writing and social skills.

For the 21st edition of the program, young people from Indigenous and cultural 
communities at seven anglophone schools in Quebec and Nunavut participated in 
fall 2021. The book produced by participants of the project features texts and 
photos that explore various themes particular to their age and reality. The 
public exhibition featuring these works was presented at Hotel 10 during the 
Festival (May 5 to 8, 2022) before being sent off on tour (during summer 2022). 
Students participating in this project were supported by photographers Pierre 
Charbonneau, Michael Abril, Monique Dykstra and Thomas Kneubhüler and 
authors Monique Polak, T. Liem, Raquel Riviera and Tara McGowan-Ross.

NEPTUNE
This year, students from École de la Seigneurie in Mascouche and Allion 
Elementary School in Lasalle embarked on a journey aboard the Project Neptune 
shuttle! This bilingual educational program combining science ficton, writing, 
history, science and technologies invites young people to tap into their imaginations 
to invent and innovate. Participants were supported in this effort by comics artist 
Laurence Dea Dionne and Tara McGowan-Ross, an interdisciplinary artist and 
creative writing teacher at Concordia. Additionally, several scientists, namely 
astronomers and astrophysicists, lent their expertise to the project.

The in-person exhibition of this fantastic educational program was presented May 3 
to 8 in the Hotel 10 lobby.

A virtual exhibition was followed by the publication of a zine, which can be 
explored through the project's web platform.

In 2022, teachers 
agreed our educational 
programs positively 
impact students':

/  motivation 89%

/  grades 79%

/  ability to express  
 themselves 93%

/  self-esteem 93%

/ interactions with  
 each other 82%

OUR 
EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS 
FOR 2021-2022



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PARTNERS

$50 to $249
Clémentine Covone
Dominique Gazo
Gilda Evesque Routy
Hélène Hayot
Henriette Angers
Imogen Brian
Isaac Sachs
Jocelyne Sirois
Louise Bélisle
Marie Andrée-lamontagne
Mario Allaire
Michel Tousignant
Monique Polak
Stéphane Dumont
Susan Van Gelder
Teresa Costa

$250 to $999
Claudio Palomares-Salas
Clémentine Sarah Sallée
David Gawley et Linda Leith
Gary Blair
Jean-François Leduc
Julie Sarrazin
Katherine Nikidis
Louise Ann Maziak
Mélanie Bernier
Patrick Coleman
Champag inc.
M. Ian Lafrenière,  

Ministre des Affaires autochtones
The Kim and Jay Goldman  

Endowment Fund.
The R. Howard Webster Foundation

$1,000 to $2,999
Caisse d’Économie Solidaire 

Desjardins
Croesus
Deirdre Stevenson (DJS Holdings)
Énergir
Fondation Famille Godin Fondation 

Jeanne-Esther
Fondation Pierre Desmarais Belvédère
LOGISTEC Corporation
M. Jean-François Roberge, Ministre  

de l’éducation – Député de Chambly
Mme Dominique Anglade, Députée  

de Saint-Henri-Sainte-Anne
Mme Marguerite Blais, ministre 

responsable des Ainés et des 
Proches aidants

Pierre-André Themens
The Hay Foundation
The Phyllis Lambert Foundation

$3,000 to $4,999
Mark Gallop
Filaction
Fonds de recherche du Québec  

– Société et culture
William St-Hilaire et Stéphane Brochu

$5,000 to $9,999
Air Canada
Fondation J.A. DeSève
Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon
McGill University
Port-de-Montréal
Power Corporation du Canada
The Zeller Family Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999
Concordia University
Fondation ECHO
Ginny Stikeman
Stella Jones Inc.

$20,000 to $50,000
Anonymous
The Group Bank / Groupe Banque TD
The Cole Foundation
The Eric T. Webster Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Foundation

DONORS AND SPONSORS
Contributions over $50 received between January 1, 2021, and March 1, 2022.

GOVERNMENT
Government of Canada

Gouvernement du Québec

Ministère de la culture et des 
communications du Québec 

Ministère de l’Éducation  
et de l’Enseignement supérieur du 
Québec 

Ministère des relations internationales  
et de la francophonie du Québec 

City of Montreal 

Canadian Heritage

Canada Council for the Arts

Conseil des arts de Montréal 

Consular General of Israel in Montreal 
Consular General of Argentina in 
Montreal 

Consulat général de France à Québec

Consular General of Brazil in Montréal 
Italian Cultural Institute of Montreal

Spanish Embassy in Ottawa

MÉDIAS
Fugues
Le Devoir
Le Pollen
Montreal Review of Books
Nouveau Projet
L’inconvénient
The Gazette



A voix haute
Académie des lettres du Québec
Acción Cultural Española (AC/E)
Agence algérienne pour le 

rayonnement culturel (AARC)
Air Canada
Allion Elementary School
ALMA
Amnistie International
Association des traducteurs et 

traductrices littéraires du Canada 
(ATTLC)

Association of English-language 
Publishers of Quebec (AELAQ)

Beurling Academy
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales 

du Québec (BAnQ)
Centre Québécois du P.E.N 

International
Charco Press
Canada Council for the Arts – 

Governor General's Literary Awards
Dublin Book Festival
École de la Seigneurie
Éditions du Remue-ménage
English Language Arts Network 

(ELAN)
Expozine
Fédération nationale Ukrainienne du 

Canada – Montréal

Thank you to the major partners of the Blue Metropolis Foundation for their support of the 2022 Festival  
and our 2021-22 social and educational programs

Festival de poésie de Montréal
Festival du cinéma israélien de 

Montréal
Festival du Premier roman de 

Chambéry / Lectures plurielles
Festival Frye à Moncton
Festival Les Utopies à Nantes
Festival Lire pour réussir
Fonds de recherche du Québec – 

Société et Culture (FRQ-SC)
Friends of the McGill Library
Goethe-Institut
Grande Bibliothèque de Montréal
House of Anansi
Indigenous Voices Award (IVA)
Institut de Recherche sur les 

Exoplanètes de l’Université  
de Montréal (iREx)

Jardin Botanique de Montréal
Kingston Writers Festival
Laurentian Regional High School
Le Cosmodôme
Le Réseau des Bibliothèques 

publiques de la Ville de Montréal
Les Éditions Barzakh
Les Rendez-vous du Premier Roman
Librairie Gallimard
Librairie Paragraphe Bookstore
Librairie Saga Bookstore
Linda Leith Publishing

PROGRAMMING PARTNERS
Llenyddiaeth Ar Draws Ffiniau / 

Literature Across Frontiers
McGill Space Institute (MSI)
Metonymy Press
Montreal City Mission
McCord Museum
Namur Intermediate School
Observatoire Canada-France-Hawaï
Observatoire québécois des inégalités
Onslow Elementary School
Oxford University Press
Patrimoine Canada
Polity Books
Quebec Writers Federation (QWF)
SpokenWeb
St-Mary’s Elementary school
Trafalgar School for Girls
Trilce Edicione
Ulluriaq School
Union des écrivains et des écrivaines 

québécoises (UNEQ)
Concordia University
Université d’Artois
University of Hawaii
Université de Montréal
Université du Québec à Montréal



BLUE METROPOLIS FOUNDATION

 2020-2021 2019-2020
TOTAL TOTAL

REVENUES

SELF GENERATED INCOME
Independent Income 48 547 5% 44 344 4%
Private Funding 298 827 28% 339 505 30%

TOTAL OF SELF GENERATED INCOME 347 374 33% 383 849 34%

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
Federal Grants 453 458 43% 505 401 44%
Provincial Grants 183 274 17% 179 129 16%
Municipal Grants 69 100 7% 68 559 6%
Foreing governements and organizations 7 500 1% 5 000 0%

TOTAL GRANTS 713 332 67% 758 089 66%

TOTAL REVENUES 1 060 706 100% 1 141 938 100%

EXPENSES

PROJECT REALIZATION COST
Programming and event planning fees 732 391 74% 790 744 71%
Communications fees 166 786 17% 232 151 21%

TOTAL COSTS 899 176 90% 1 022 895 92%

ADMINISTRATION FEES 96 858 10% 91 603 8%

TOTAL DES DÉPENSES 996 034 100% 1 114 498 100%

TOTAL EXPENSES 64 672 27 440

UNRESTRICTED 157 293 129 853
INTERNALLY RESTRICTED (50 000)
INVESTED IN CAPITAL ASSETTS (3 061) 0

NET ASSETS 168 904 157 293
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