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2022-2023 
YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING 

TWO FAVOURITE SERIES RETURN

NUMBERS SPELLED OUT
The main causes of failing grades in math are often linked 
to reading difficulties. According to the Canadian Council 
on Learning, four out of every ten children lack the reading 
comprehension skills needed to adapt to

the evolving demands of the workplace. As adults, they’re more 
likely to end up in low-paying jobs and to experience further 
constraining, even difficult economic conditions.

Our new Numbers Spelled Out platform proposes rich content 
tackling themes related to math, money, saving, spending, 
and what things are worth, adapted for various age groups. It 
includes original texts, podcasts, reading recommendations and 
a quiz for the whole family.

In 2021, authors Fabienne Gagnon, Dominique de Loppinot, 
Bonnie Farmer and André Marois proposed original texts both 
educational and entertaining presented in podcast form and 
offered free of charge to participating libraries.

In addition to offering a number of in-person activities, we will 
be enriching our platform with new game-based educational 
tools intended for parents, grandparents and even teacher who 
would like to use our podcasts to improve children’s math skills 
while still having fun.

YOUNG ECOLOGISTS CLUB 
The environmental consciousness of young generations is 
sharper than ever. Our Young Ecologist Club series presents 
three original podcasts on the expansive subject of the 
environment.

In 2023, we will launch our new platform of game-based 
learning activities intended for families and teachers wishing to 
take a deeper dive into the subject with young people.

What’s more, our ecology-themed Daycare Day will be back in 
April 2023, raising awareness of this timely subject among the 
youngest children and to celebrate Earth Day.

FOUR OUT OF TEN 
CHILDREN LACK 

THE READING SKILLS 
NEEDED TO ADAPT 

TO THE EVOLVING DEMANDS 
OF THE WORKPLACE.

/  Over 50 activities offered year-round, 
both in person and online, in classrooms 
and libraries

/  A regional program in three major 
Quebec regions

/  Numerous free podcasts on offer spotlight 
issues of the moment

/  Two CPE and Childcare Days across 
Quebec

IN 2022, 
100% OF ADULT 
PARTICIPANTS 

SURVEYED* AGREED OUR 
YOUTH PROGRAMMING 

ACTIVITIES FOSTER 
SUCCESS IN THE 

CLASSROOM.

* Librarians, teachers and parents who attended one or 
several activities of our 2022 youth programming and who 
participated in our in-person survey.



SPOTLIGHTING 
REGIONS
SPOTLIGHTING REGIONS A 
MAJOR INNOVATION OF OUR  
2022-2023 PROGRAM

 A MAJOR REGIONAL FIRST 
FOR BLUE METROPOLIS 
YOUTH PROGRAMS

To launch this new project in the regions, we 
targeted three regions of Quebec: Gaspésie, 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue, and Côte-Nord 
(including the Saguenay). The project involves a 
digital component (podcasts), in-person events 
with authors from these regions, and a social 
media campaign tailored to parents living in 
these regions.

Our goals:

•  Celebrate regional authors
•  Spotlight the regions of Quebec
•  Spark the participation of young people aged  

6 to 12 in the targeted regions
•  Meet the needs of youth and their families
•  Contribute to the academic success of students

 ORIGINAL TEXTS AND 
PODCASTS ONLINE

Young authors from across Quebec’s regional 
landscape will create a short work of fiction, or 
a work of nonfiction about the area where they 
live. The text can present a landscape, a specific 
place, or an activity particular to this region.

The original text will be published on the Blue 
Metropolis website and recorded as a podcast 
by a voice actor. An author bibliography will 
complete this virtual component.

 IN-PERSON AUTHOR EVENTS 
FOR YOUNGSTERS

Hour-long in-person events with participating authors will be 
organized in public libraries of their respective regions.

The authors will speak briefly about their pratices and bodies of 
work, present original texts, and answer youngster’s questions.

 YOUTH CONTEST
A two-part contest for youths will be organized in collaboration  
with participating regional libraries, who will help with its 
promotion. Blue Metropolis will, of course, also promote it widely. 

Jury members will select 10 texts  
and 10 images among those received.

1 winner and 2 finalists will be selected 
among the 10 best texts. The winner’s 
prize: a one-hour coaching session 
with an author. Finalists will receive a 
$100 gift certificate for an independent 
bookstore in their region.

1 winner and 2 finalists will be selected among the 10 best photos. 
The lucky winner’s prize: a coaching session with a professional 
photographer. Finalists will receive a $100 gift certificate for an 
independent bookstore from their region. 

 SOCIAL MEDIA  
CAMPAIGN

The 10 best texts and photos and the podcasts of the regional 
authors will be the focal point of a social media campaign.  
The texts and photos will also be presented at the Festival.

Major regional partner: 

Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec



OUR  
YOUNG  

ECOLOGIST CLUB, 
MARITIME, AND 

INDIGENOUS 
STORYTIME SERIES  

AIM TO DEVELOP AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

AWARENESS 
AMONG  

YOUTH WHILE 
BOLSTERING  

LITERACY.

LITERATURE YEAR  
ROUND FOR THE 
ENJOYMENT OF CHILDREN 
AND PARENTS ALIKE!
THE MARITIME 
SERIES CASTS OFF
Bats and Swallows will be the new stars of the 2022-2023 edition 
of our famous Maritime Series. The series will propose 4 in-
person workshops facilitated by an author and cultural mediator 
presented at 2 schools in the Greater Montreal Area. A bioligist and 
specialist on the subject will teach students about swallows and 
bats, with a particular focus on their importance at the heart of the 
ecosystem. As part of the culmination of this series, the workshops 
will include a visit to the swallow birdhouse installed by Port-de-
Montréal.

Simultaneously, a new platform will be launched to highlight 
the contributions of scientists who study the ecosystems of 
these two species, including a photo gallery and various reading 
recommendations (both documentary and fictional works with 
educational purviews).

Finally, the texts and drawings of students will be featured in an 
exhibition to be shared on social media as a contest for parents 
and children. The contest will be a perfect opportunity for Blue 
Metropolis to broadcast the importance of making environmentally 
sound choices and to educate younger generations on 
environmental conservation. The two winners of the contest will 
be selected by public vote and will receive a gift certificate to an 
independent bookstore of their choosing.

INDIGENOUS 
STORYTIME
This series presents storytellers of great renown  who tackle 
themes of ecology, wisdom, and Indigenous traditions. These 
activities will be offered free of charge to Greater Montreal and 
Contrecœur primary school students. 



GOOSEBUMPS FOR 
HALLOWEEN 
Each Halloween since 2020, Blue Metropolis 
has presented numerous activities on themes 
bound to pique the attention of parents and 
little ones alike.

In fall 2022, Blue Metropolis will return with 
a best-of offering of Halloween videos from 
previous editions of the Festival and some 
spooky podcasts to boot.

TD-BLUE METROPOLIS CPE  
AND CHILDCARE DAYS
Over the last six years, we have reached 
nearly a hundred institutions across Quebec 
with our Childcare Days.

In 2022-2023, we will be offering two 
Childcare Days dedicated to promoting 
reading among children. Our themes this 
year will continue to be: words and numbers 
learning, and creating awareness about 
ecological issues and the importance  
of nature.

TD-BLUE METROPOLIS 
FESTIVE WEEKENDS
TD-Blue Metropolis Festive Weekends will 
return once more in spring 2023!

Same as during previous editions of the 
Children’s Festival, Festival Weekends will 
present free author and illustrator events, in 
libraries and bookstores, for schools  
and families.

OUR PROGRAMS 
AT A GLANCE
Over the years, Blue Metropolis has reaches 19,494 
students in 959 schools, offering 63 distinct educational 
programs  focussed on reading and writing.

We’ll be back in the classroom in 2022-2023 with a new, 
innovative educational programs on offer!

IN 2022-2023:
QUEBEC ROOTS
Quebec Roots is without a doubt the  
flagship of our educational programming. 
Since 2005, the program has not only 
given a voice to the young anglophone 
and Indigenous students of Quebec, 
it allowed them to freely express 
themselves on important issues, such 

as bullying and homophobia. Designed first and foremost to 
foster young apetites for writing, the program calls on various 
interdisciplinary competencies and helps fight school dropout. 

Each edition, Quebec Roots concludes with the publication 
of a book and a matching exhibition of texts and photos by 
participating students, contributing to greater intercultural 
exchange. 

VEGGIE PATCH ADVENTURERS 
Combining literature, music and ecology, Veggie Patch 
Adventurers proposes a unique second-language learning 
experience for grade-school children. With creative writing 
workshops created by bilingual authors (French and English) 
and visits from gardening and cooking specialists who cater to 
children, two language immersion classes will explore themes 
related to good life habits and will familiarize themselves with 
the vegetables of the garden. Their “adventure” in the veggie 
patch will lead them to compose (lyrics and music) a bilingual 
song accompanied by a professional video that will include all 
participating students and launch to much fanfare as part of  
the 2023 edition of the Blue Metropolis Festival.

Q
U
E
B
E
C
 
R
O
O
T
S
 
2
0
2
1
 
-
 
S
T
R
E
N
G
T
H
E
N
I
N
G
 
C
O
M
M
U
N
I
T
I
E
S
,
 
T
H
E
 
P
L
A
C
E
 
I
 
W
A
N
T
 
T
O
 
B
EQUEBEC 

  ROOTS 
2021 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, 
THE PLACE I WANT TO BE

QUEBEC 
  ROOTS 

2021 
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, 

THE PLACE I WANT TO BE
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“To see young faces light up at the potential of 
improving themselves by taking part in lively 

exchanges was the best possible reward and I’d do 
it again every year, without hesitation, just for the 

pleasure of seeing the sparkle in participants’ eyes!”  
- Pascale Leblanc, Power-up ton potentiel

IMPACT
Literacy and numeracy is intrinsically 
linked to academic resilience as well as 
to the acquisition and development of 
better social and emotional skills. These 
skills, in turn, are tied to improved self-
esteem. 

Indeed, scientific literature shows that 
becoming literate and numerate at an 
early age significantly reduces the risk 
of developing difficulties in reading, 
writing or vocabulary, tends to be 
associated with a greater sense of self-
worth, and leads to better physical and 
financial health in adulthood. 

Greater ease with words and numbers 
improves performance in school and 
in the workplace, leads to “financial 
literacy” and, consequently, to sound 
and safe management of one’s finances 
as an adult.

Based on these studies, Blue Metropolis 
has developed a range of literacy and 
numeracy activities to prepare kids for 
the future. Our activities are designed 
specifically to foster academic resilience 
and success and to provide access 
to sound financial health and safety 
education.

WHY LITERACY? 
WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 
/ 42% of Canadians between the ages of 16 and 

65 have low literacy skills. 

/ Statistics show that students who have not 
adequately developed their reading skills 
by grade 4 are more likely to experience 
difficulties in high school and beyond.

/ Less than 20% of people facing literacy 
challenges are employed. 

/ Too many Canadians are slipping through 
the cracks of the school system. This has to 
change. 

/ A 1% increase in the literacy rate would grow 
our economy by $18 billion.

/ That’s $18 billion of economic growth not 
realized. A 5% increase would contribute  
$90 billion. 

/ An investment in a literacy program has the 
potential for a 241% return on investment. 

/ Investing in literacy education produces more 
than an economic advantage. It results in a 
better quality of life for people, something to 
make all Canadians proud.

Source: The Canadian Literacy and Learning  
Network

“Education is the most 
powerful weapon 
which you can use to 
change the world.” 
- Nelson Mandela



Together for academic success and inclusion.
In addition to TD, many partners support the youth initiatives of the Blue Metropolis Foundation.

Thank you to the major partners of our children’s programming and of our 2023-2023 education programs.


