
In 2023, Blue Metropolis turns 25.

Throughout this anniversary edition of the Festival, our 
gaze will be firmly set on the future, what with literature’s 
permanently transformative lens, heritage included.

More than ever, we will call on major writers and thinkers 
whose works decipher the past and present, often muddled 
and turbulent, and enable us to glimpse the future. 
Together, we will ask the question: “What does the 
future have in store for us?” Which will bring to mind 
many others: What is the future of literature? Of 
language diversity? Of human settlement? Of nature?

The anniversary edition of the Blue Metropolis 
International Literary Festival will take place April 27 to 
30, 2023, in Montreal (in-person program). The online 
program will premiere April 22 to 27, 2023.

In addition to our usual program, here are some highlights 
of our programming dedicated to this 25th anniversary.

BLUE METROPOLIS
 A QUARTER CENTURY OF ENGAGING

LITERATURE AND READING FOR EVERYONE

IN 2023



FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023

Festival Opening Ceremony  
- Blue Met Talks 

Six author invitees (Canadian and international)  
will in turn answer the question:  
“What colour will the future be?”

Original mini talks 
(5-7 minutes each)
Featuring literary and non-specialized approaches.

Presenting the First Peoples Prize  
– special edition

Tribute to a French-language  
Indigenous author

In 2023, on the occasion of its 25th anniversary, Blue Metropolis 
will award a special prize to a French-language Indigenous 
author, whose work and commitment over the years have 
promoted Indigenous literatures in French in Quebec and 
Canada. 

This prize, awarded for the first time in 2023, is in addition to 
the current Blue Metropolis First Peoples Literary Prize, the 
terms of which remain unchanged.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2023 

Blue Metropolis, Past, Present & Future
Special 25th anniversary event (90 minutes)

The Beginnings
- Center stage interview with Blue Metropolis founder,  

the novelist and editor Linda Leith

-  The latest from the creators: Linda Leith, Ann Charney, 
Phyllis Lambert, Patterson Webster.  
Conversation on the most recent releases of these women of 
action and reflection who were present at the very beginnings 
of Blue Metropolis.

The Present
- Audio-visual montage proposing an overview of the Blue 

Metropolis ideas and initiatives leaving their mark on the 
current decade 

-   Interview with William St-Hilaire, current President – 
Executive Director and Artistic Director, Blue Metropolis.

The Future
- « L’édition, le livre, la littérature : rêves d’avenir »: carte 

blanche presented by Antoine Tanguay, founder of  
Éditions Alto.
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SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023 

- “The Peaks and Valleys of Blue Metropolis”  
Solo interview with founder Linda Leith, back for a more in depth 
conversation about the major highlights of her time at Blue 
Metropolis. Anecdotes, memories, important encounters, 
discoveries. Interviewer: Ingrid Berjerman, Director of the AZUL 
program and a longtime Festival collaborator.  
(60 minutes)

- “Two Solitudes / Deux Solitudes: Resolving the Rift” 
Talks, lectures, conversation

 60 years ago, Hugh 
MacLennan published Deux 
Solitudes, the French 
translation of his novel Two 
Solitudes, some 18 years after 
it was first released in English. 
The gap between the two 
seems to side with the novel, 
the title of which has long 
become emblematic of  the cultural and linguistic rift that defined 
relations between French and English Canadians for a long time. 
This rift has become much smaller in recent decades. And the 
desire to see it disappear, with the help of literature and 
exchanges between writers, guided the creation  
of the Blue Metropolis Festival and has never ceased to tension  
its actions.

 The 25th anniversary of the Blue Metropolis Festival  
will highlight the 60th anniversary of this translation with  
an event featuring six mini-talks by some of Canadian society’s 
major players, presented in conjunction with four excerpts from 
the novel, all culminating in a bilingual 
discussion between Katherine Nikidis, 
Head of School at Trafalgar School for Girls 
and member of the Blue Metropolis  
Board of Directors, and Marie-Andrée 
Lamontagne, writer, journalist,  
and Director, Programming and 
Communications, at the Blue Metropolis 
International Literary Festival.  
(Event in French and English. 60 minutes.)

For additional details: 

William St-Hilaire, President Executive Director 
and Artistic Director, Blue Metropolis.
william@metropolisbleu.org
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